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SUB J : ABOLITION OF ASU’S SUPERVISORY PRESS AUTHORITY 

1 . ON AUGUST 7 PRESIDENT SADAT, IN HIS CAPACITY AS CHAIRMAN OF 
ARAB SOCIALIST UNION, ABOLISHED THE ASU'S PRESS AUTHORITY. THIS 
ORGANIZATION HAD BEEN SET UP IN 1966 TO "SUPERVISE" ALL PRESS 
ESTABLISHMENTS AND GIVEN THE LEGAL CLOUT TO DO SO. THE FIRST 
DIRECTOR WAS AHRAM'S POWERFUL MUHAMMAD HASANAYN HAYKAL. 

2. ACCORDING TO NEWSPAPER ACCOUNTS, PRESIDENT SADAT'S DECISION 
TO DO AWAY WITH FORMAL ASU SUPERVISION OF THE PRESS WAS INTENDED 
TO FREE THE "FOURTH ESTATE" FROM "EVERY RESTRAINT," REAFFIRM 
FREEDOM OF THE PRESS, AND REINFORCE PRESS’S ROLE IN THE "DEEPENING 
OF DEMOCRACY." THE PRESIDENT IS QUOTED AS REITERATING A POINT 
MADE IN MANY OF HIS RECENT SPEECHES, I.E., THE PRESS MUST BE 
STRENGTHENED DURING "THIS PERIOD OF TRANSFORMATION FROM 
REVOLUTIONARY LEGITIMACY TO CONSTITUTIONAL LEGITIMACY." 

3. COMMENT: THE ASU PRESS AUTHORITY HAS BEEN MORIBUND. A YEAR 
AGO A HIGHER PRESS COUNCIL WAS ESTABLISHED TO BE FOCUS OF 
THE "SELF-CENSORSHIP" WHICH THE PRESIDENT INTENDED SHOULD 
REPLACE MORE FORMAL ASU AND MINISTRY OF INFORMATION CONTROL. 
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TAKE OVER THE ASU S POWER TO LICENSE NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

(THUS, FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN HAYKAL WAS RUMORED TO BE PLANNING 
HIS OWN NEWSPAPER, THE HPC CHAIRMAN TOLD IOURNALISTS HE 
HAD RECEIVED NO LICENSE APPLICATION FROM HIM.) 

4. CHAIRMAN OF DAR AL TAHRIR (GUMHURRIYA) AND PRESIDENT 
OF PRESS SYNDICATE ABDUL MUNIM AL SAWI TOLD POLCOUNS AUGUST 1 1 
THAT DECISION WAS STRICTLY PRO FORMA. IT ABOLISHED ORGANIZATION 
THAT NO LONGER HAD ANY FUNCTION AND WAS DONE IN CONNECTION 
WITH NEW ASU FIRST SECRETARY MUSTAFA KHALIL TAKING OVER 
AS CHAIRMAN OF HIGHER PRESS COUNCIL. IT DOES NOT THEREFORE 
SIGNAL ANY NEW ERA OF PRESS FREEDOM. EACH PUBLICATION IS 
STILL CHARGED WITH EXERCISING SELF-CENSORSHIP TO GURARD AGAINST 
"IRRESPONSIBILITY." 
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